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RADIO SPECTRUM POLICY

INTERFERENCE EVALUATION BROADCASTING LICENCES

1. Policy.

Wheretestsarerequired to assess thelong term suitability of a frequency, short term
licences may beissued, with arequirement that transmissions will ceaseif thereisany
interference to existing users. Where thereis competing demand for an interference
evaluation licence, the Ministry will select the first recipient of the licence based on the
licence most likely to test the interference limiting criteriafor along term licence.
Subsequent licences may beissued so that the greatest number of people havethe
opportunity to evaluate the long term suitability of the frequency.

2. Specific Criteria.
The following conditions are given effect through contractud arrangements.
Conditionsfor Interference Evaluation Licences:

1. A signed cancdllation notice must be provided so that the licence may be cancdled by the
Minigtry if interference occurs.

2. A refundable deposit of $5,000 will be required prior to the issue of the licence for any costs
incurred by the Minigtry as aresult of the licenseg s tranamissions. These could include the
cost of any enforcement action that the Ministry might take to stop transmissons, and any
cods following third party lega action. The deposit may aso be applied as a surety for a
resource rentd if any is payable (see 3 below).

3. If thelong term suitability of the frequency is confirmed by tests, the frequency would be
offered for tender (unlessit meetsthe criteriafor ‘low vaue licences’). A resource rental
cdculated in accordance with the table below would be charged for each month of the term of
the licence. The licence holder would aso have firdt priority for any temporary pending tender
licences until the long term right is tendered.

Thefollowing table will be usad to cdculate the resource rentdl:
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Resour ce Rental Table

Term of licencesto be tendered Monthly resource rental
(years) (ie. % of tender price)
18-20 055
16-18 0.60
14-16 0.65
12-14 0.75
10-12 0.90
810 110
6-8 145
56 175
45 220
34 290
2-3 4.35
12 8.75
01 17.90

3. Background.

As the radio spectrum becomes more congested, the degree of technical compatibility between
exigting and proposed new frequencies becomes more difficult to resolve.

The resource rentd policy ensures that a charge is made only where some commercia advantage
could be gained from the temporary use, ie through the confirmation of the long term suitability of the

frequency.
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